
Ontario Care Policy Scorecard
Briefing on new ONN project to identify partners and build momentum

Introduction
ONN has been awarded a three-year grant from the Department of Women and Gender Equality
Canada (WAGE) under its women’s economic and prosperity through systemic change stream for
its care policy scorecard project.

Specifically, the project will address systemic barriers within Ontario’s care economy by:
● Adapting Oxfam Canada’s care economy scorecard to the Ontario context.
● Assessing Ontario’s care economy using the adapted scorecard.
● Mobilizing the results of the Ontario care economy scorecard.
● Identifying efforts to seed, support, and grow to advance a care policy framework (care

informed public policy and a collective and holistic public policy approach to the care
economy) rooted in Gender Based Analysis.

Background
The Care Policy Scorecard was launched by Oxfam in September 2021. The scorecard provides
care advocates with a practical tool to measure and track government progress and
commitments on policies that have a direct impact on care (unpaid and paid) and provides policy
makers with evidence and information to make informed decisions on these policies.

The scorecard draws on the work of feminist and development economists and the International
Labour Organization’s 5R Framework to outline the key components of a care-enabling public
policy environment: one that is able to recognize, reduce, redistribute, and represent unpaid care
work and adequately reward paid care work. This is accompanied by a set of policy indicators and
questions to assess progress systematically and holistically across relevant public policy areas
for unpaid and paid care work.

Adapted to be used at multiple levels of government, the scorecard allows researchers to carry
out an assessment of the care public policy environment in any country to understand where
there is positive progress, and where there are gaps and room for improvement. The scorecard is
intended to be used by civil society, government, and academia alike. The scorecard allows for an
assessment of the care public policy environment in any country to understand where there is
positive progress and where there are gaps and room for improvement. The indicators and
assessment questions have been designed to have relevance across different socio-economic
contexts and be used around the world to measure governments’ progress towards an enabling
policy environment on care, in line with commitments on SDG 5.4 and other international human
rights obligations.

https://www.oxfam.ca/publication/how-much-do-we-care/
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org/resources/care-policy-scorecard-a-tool-for-assessing-country-progress-towards-an-enabling-621287/


Recently, Oxfam Canada adapted the tool at the federal level but cited its limitations given most
care policies are in the provincial and territorial jurisdiction.

Opportunities for engagement
● Participate in one of two scorecard adaptation sessions in Toronto in February-March

2024.
● Participate in one of seven assessment validation sessions across the province in Spring

2025.
● Attend the care policy summit in early 2026.
● Participate in amplifying the adaptation and assessment (including report) when

launched.
● Connect with ONN at any point to learn more about the work and offer feedback.

Proposed Activities
Project Timeline: July 2024 - March 2027

Strategy Activities Deliverables

Y1 Adapt Oxfam’s
care policy
scorecard tool
to the Ontario
Context

● Co-develop adaptation and assessment
framework (e.g. which indicators and
policy areas should be prioritized, how
will they be assessed, what assessment
validation mechanisms should be put in
place, how will primary and secondary
research be used).

● Workshop draft adaptation with partners
in hybrid convenings in Toronto.

● Launch bilingual adapted scorecard tool.

● Adaptation and
assessment
framework

● Convenings
● Bilingual

adapted
scorecard tool

Evaluation ● Develop evaluation framework.
● Based on framework, collect baseline

data.

● Evaluation
framework

● Bilingual
adapted
scorecard

Y2 Assess
Ontario’s care
policy
environment
using the new

● Workshop draft assessment with
partners in in-person convenings across
seven regions in Ontario (in-person).

● Produce final bilingual scorecard
● Produce assessment report that

identifies gaps, trends, and areas of

● Congenings
● Bilingual

scorecard
● Analytical

report

https://www.oxfam.ca/publication/how-much-do-we-care/


Ontario-based
scorecard

improvement for care systems in Ontario
for public launch and dissemination
across Ontario.

Evaluation ● Assess whether the project is meeting
and/or on track to meet key objectives.

● Document key learnings and successes.
● Share to-date reflections.

● Mid-point data
● Summary of

learnings and
successes and
other
reflections

Y3 Mobilize the
results of the
scorecard

● Implement a creative communication
campaign and knowledge mobilization
strategy.

● Host a care economy policy summit to
launch the scorecard and report and
provide space for dialogue,
collaborative planning, and network
building for a better care policy
environment in Ontario.

● Care Policy
Summit

● Communicatio
n assets

Shape the care
policy
environment in
Ontario

● Using the scorecard, identify efforts to
seed, support, and grow to advance a
care policy framework (care informed
public policy and a collective and
holistic public policy approach to the
care economy).

● Create a blueprint for further scorecard
adaptation and piloting in other
provinces/territories such as BC.

● TBD

Evaluation ● Assess what the project achieved over
the three years and if its key activities
were effective.

● Final evaluation
report
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